[Immunopathological study of acute interstitial nephropathy induced by clometacin].
Clometacin is an antalgic drug with a chemical structure very similar to that of indomethacin; it is widely used in France. We report evidence for a cell-mediated immune mechanism in the pathogenesis of clometacin-induced acute interstitial nephritis. In the interstitial infiltrate of a female patient presenting with this condition, T cells constituted 75% of the total lymphocyte population. Cytotoxic/suppressor T cells predominated over helper/inducer T cells with a ratio of two to one. IgA-secreting plasmocytes were also present (about 23% of the inflammatory infiltrate). Peripheral blood lymphocyte studies showed that pre-incubation of the patient's cells with clometacin resulted in an increased sensitivity to interleukin 2 and a positive syngeneic mixed lymphocyte culture. This study seems to be relevant to the pathogenesis of acute interstitial nephritis induced by nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs.